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his Miranda rights orally and in writing, CC-l made the following statements, in sum and

substance, and in part. CC-l repeatedly claimed that, shortly before his arrest, he and

AHMED had travelled by cab from Saudi Arabia to the capital of the Country; upon arriving

at a hotel, AHMED called for a cab to Idlib - an area in Slria presently under insurgent

control. According to CC-l, AHMED actually meant to say Irbid - a city in Jordan. While

generally disclaiming any intention ofjoining ISIS, CC-l made the following statement

about AHMED:

[H]e told me that they're good and I should follow, like, you understand I was

new to Islam? You understand that, right? Ok, so basically . . . I just want . . .

we all came from somewhere, right? And I'm not judging you if you - I don't
like tojudge people, like say I don't know your religion, ifyou are a Christian,

I don't want no killing, you understand that right? So . . . I just wanna be, I
just wanna be good, I wanna continue leaming.

I believe cc-1 was discussing AHMED's pro-ISIS proselytization of cc-l ("[H]e told me

that they're good and I should follow") ("1 don't want no killing, you understand that

right?"). The FBI learned that CC-1 and AHMED spent at least the night before CC-1's

interview together in a holding room for non-residents. Based on this information, I believe

it is possible that AHMED and CC-l would have had the opportunity to coordinate their

stories in advance ofany possible interviews with United States law enforcement.

F. The Search of CC-l's Phones

21. Investigating agents leamed that, at the time they were taken into

custody by govemment authorities for the Country, AHMED was found to be in possession

of two mobile phone devices, while CC-l was in possession of two mobile phone devices

and a sim card.
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22. On August 27, 2017, an FBI Special Agent Forensic Examiner copied

the contents of the mobile phone devices and a sim card found in AHMED and CC-l's

possession onto a hard drive and a CDR disc (the "Forensic Images"). On the same date, the

Honorable Peggy Kuo, United States Magisrate Judge for the Eastem District of New York,

authorized a search warrant as to the Forensic Images.

23. A search ofthe Forensic Images by law enforcement is ongoing.

However, the content of one of the phones possessed by AHMED (the "AHMED PHONE)

reveals that, at the time of their apprehension, AHMED and CC-l were attempting to travel

to ISlS-controlled territories in Syria in order to wage violentjihad:

a. Agents found images associated with ISIS and violentjihad,

such as a picture of five men hanging by their necks with the caption "Gay men to be

hanged," text justirying attacks on the World Trade Center, and a picture of the leader

ofISIS, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

b. OnJune9,20l7-thedayAHMEDandCC-l left

INDMDUAL-I and INDIVIDUAL-2 in Saudi Arabia - agents discovered a message

sent by the user of the AHMED PHONE to a third party, "In Saudi looking for hijra,"

meaning that the user was in Saudi Arabia ("Saudi") seeking to emigrate to ISIS-

controlled territories ("looking for hijra").

c. On June 14,2017, the user of the AHMED PHONE sent

multiple messages to third parties asking whether he could communicate with them

through encrypted messaging applications. To one ofthese interlocutors, the user
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wrote, "Looking to make hijra akh [brother]," that is, the user was seeking to emigrate

("rnake hijra") to ISIS-controlled territories.

d. Agents located a message that had been composed but not yet

sent, dated June 15,2017. In the message, the user of the AHMED PHONE wrote,

"[W]e have made it to Dawlanrl Islam [ISIS] in Syria. ln sha Allah [God willing] we

will join the Jihad very soon and in Sha Atlah [God willing] we will then join the

ranks of the shuhuda [martyrs]. The west has invaded the land of the Muslims and is

constantly attacking it."

e. Agents found a note of farewell to two of AHMED's family

members, also dated June l5,2\l7 ("Forgive me ifl was harsh/overbearing. Please

remember all that I tried to teach you."). I believe that AHMED intended to send this

message after he and CC-l crossed the border into Syria.

f. The Intemet browsing history includes a visit on June 16, 2017

to a BBC news article entitled "Islamic state and the crisis in Iraq and Syria in maps,"

and a visit onJune 17,2017 to website for an ISIS "live" map. I knowthat a map

depicting areas currently under ISIS control would be useful to a foreign fighter

seeking to join ISIS.

24. Earlier this morning, AHMED was deported from the Country and is

scheduled to arrive at JFK Airport later today.

WHEREFORE, your deponent respectfully requests that an arrest warrant be

issued for the defendant PARVEG AHMED so that he may be dealt with according to law.
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It is frrther requested that this affidavit, arrest warant, and other papers

submiued in support of this application be sealed until further order of the Court so as to

prevent noti$ing the defendant and his associates ofthe pending warrant, which might result

in the destruction ofevidence and the flight of coconspirators, with the exception that the

complaint and arrest warrant shall be unsealed for the limited purpose ofdisclosing the

existence of or disseminating the complaint and/or rest wamrnt to relevant United States,

foreign, or intergovemmental authorities, at the discretion ofthe United States and in

connection with efforts to prosecute the defendant or as otherwise required for purposes of

national security.

ROSS
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Swom to before me this

@day of August.2}ll

ONORABLE JAMES ORENSTEIN
LINITED STATES MAGISTRATE ruDGE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK


