
(Whereupon, the oath was administered by the Clerk.)

THE COURT:  Bring in the jury.  

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom.)

THE COURT:  Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this 

is another witness who is a member of the Israeli government, 

and so he will be testifying again under a name other than his 

real name, as is required by Israeli law, as we explained to 

you last time you heard from such a witness.  He has been 

placed under oath, so he is under oath.  

Ms. Shapiro?  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Thank you.

AVI,

Testified on direct examination by Ms. Shapiro as follows:

Q. Good afternoon.  

A. Good afternoon.

Q. What name you are testifying under today?

A. Avi.

Q. Avi.  Okay.  Is English your native language, Avi?

A. No.

Q. What is your native language?

A. Hebrew.

Q. And can you speak English well enough to be able to 

testify today in English?

A. I think so.

Q. Okay.  We have an interpreter here.  If you need help 

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



understanding my questions or in your answer please, feel free 

to use the interpreter.  Okay?  

Do you speak any languages other than Hebrew and English?

A. No.

Q. Do you read any other languages?

A. I read a little Arabic.

Q. And where are you from?

A. Israel.

Q. What part of Israel did you grow up in?

A. I am from a small town near Tel Aviv.

Q. Tel Aviv is a city in Israel?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And did you finish your schooling in Tel Aviv?

A. In the same place that I was born.

Q. And did you go to university?

A. Yes.

Q. Where did you go to university?

A. Tel Aviv University.

Q. Okay.  Before you went to university, what did you do 

after you finished school?

A. After I finished school I joined the army.

Q. Okay.  Does Israel have a compulsory Army service like a 

draft?

A. Yes.

Q. How long is a typical army service for men?

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



A. Three years.

Q. Three years.  Do women also have army service?

A. Yes.

Q. How long do women serve?

A. Two years.

Q. Are you still in the army?

A. No.

Q. Okay.  What rank did you achieve in the army?

A. Major.

Q. Okay.  And after your army service what did you do?

A. I went to law school and studied law.

Q. And that was at which university again?

A. Tel Aviv University.

Q. Is law a first degree in Israel, or is it a second degree 

like here in the States?

A. It is a first degree.

Q. And how many years did you study law?

A. I studied five years.

Q. And was that just law or were you also studying other 

things?

A. I also studied medical studies.

Q. Medicine?

A. Medicine.

Q. Were you doing a joint degree initially?

A. No.
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Q. No?  What year did you obtain your law degree?

A. In 1997.

Q. 1997?

A. Yes.

Q. And what did you do after that?

A. After that I joined the ISA and started to practice law 

in ISA.

Q. Let me start with, what is the ISA?

A. It stands for the Israeli Security Agency.

Q. Okay.  And what is the Israeli security agency?

A. It is -- The Israeli Security Agency is very similar to 

the FBI, except we don't deal with -- we deal with terrorism 

and only issues and subjects that relate to terrorism.  We 

don't have the regular criminal crimes.  That part is handled 

by the police.

Q. Okay.  So the police handles crime and the ISA handles 

terrorism-related issues.  Is that fair?

A. Yes.

Q. And when you joined the ISA, what did you join as?  What 

was your job?

A. My job was a legal advisor.  I started to practice law at 

the ISA, and then I became a legal advisor for the ISA.

Q. Okay.  As a legal advisor, you are a lawyer there.  

Correct?

A. Correct.
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Q. Are you an agent of the ISA?

A. No.

Q. No.  Just a lawyer?

A. A lawyer.

Q. Okay.  How long have you been at the ISA altogether?

A. Ten years.

Q. And how long have you been a legal advisor at the ISA?

A. Eight years.

Q. Okay.  So let's talk for a moment about what your 

responsibilities are as a legal advisor.  Can you tell us what 

your general responsibilities are?

A. As a legal advisor, I give advice for units of my 

division, which is the Counterterrorism Division in the ISA, 

and I also support cases, support cases that goes to the 

prosecution, and that is in general what I do.

Q. Okay.  And do you do research as part of your job?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you do research relating to Hamas?

A. Yes, I support cases related to Hamas, and I also 

research -- My research is related to Hamas.

Q. When you say cases, do you mean legal cases that may be 

brought to court, like this one?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you -- Are you familiar with a case in Israel 

against the Islamic Movement and an individual named Raed 

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

5

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Salah?

A. Yes.

Q. And were you involved in any way in that case?

A. Yes.

Q. What is the Islamic Movement?

A. The Islamic Movement is a branch of the Muslim 

Brotherhood in Israel.  The leader of the Islamic Movement is 

Raed Salah.  And the Islamic Movement in Israel holds a very 

similar ideology and philosophy like the Hamas organization.

Q. Okay.  And will we be talking about Raed Salah a little 

later?

A. Yes.

Q. What did you do for that case against the Islamic 

Movement?  What was your responsibility?

A. I was in charge of a team that supported a case and had 

to collect material, evidence, and research, and the whole 

system, the whole financial system of Hamas.  And then I was 

working and supporting the prosecution team during all of this 

period of time that the case lasted.

Q. And as part of your work on that case, did you meet with 

other experts in the area of funding of this movement?

A. Yes, from other agencies we had many meetings with police 

agents, from the IDF, and other ministries, other agencies in 

Israel.

Q. What is the IDF?
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A. IDF stands for the Israeli Defense Force.

Q. Is that the Israeli army?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And as part of your work on this case -- How long 

did the case last?

A. It started in the end of 2000 and it ended in January 

2005.

Q. About five years?

A. A little less, yes.

Q. Over the course of those years did you review documents?

A. I reviewed many documents during this period of time.

Q. And did any of those documents relate to Hamas and 

various committees inside the West Bank and Gaza?

A. Also, yes.

Q. And did you study during the course of this case 

specifically the social infrastructure of Hamas?

A. Yes.

Q. And as a result of your work on that case, did you 

develop a specialization within the ISA?

A. Yes.

Q. And what was that specialization?

A. That specialization was the financial or the structure of 

the social wing or social branch of the Hamas organization, 

and financial methods regarding to the structure of the social 

wing of Hamas.
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Q. And since you finished your work on the Islamic Movement 

case, have you done anything to keep up your expertise in this 

area?

A. Yes.

Q. And what have you done to keep on top of this subject 

matter?

A. First of all, after this case I continued to support 

cases related to Hamas and to the social branch, other cases 

that dealt with the same subject.  And also I continued to 

review documents and many documents related to this subject to 

be updated with news or material that came from all kinds of 

operations.  I just continued to work on almost a daily basis 

on this subject.

Q. Do you use public source material like the media?

A. Yes.

Q. And what kind of public source material do you rely on 

and keep up on?

A. It can be articles, internet, television, publication 

like even books, academics, academics reviews that I read.

Q. Do you rely on articles and news sources from the Arab 

media?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you -- What are some examples of some of the Arab 

newspapers that you might keep abreast of?

A. There is a lot of newspapers around the Middle East.  It 
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can be add al-Ahram, al-Asuaq, al-Wasat.

Q. I am going to ask you to go back and spell those in a 

moment for our court reporter.  

A. Okay.  It can be al-Hayat, al-Jadida, al-Ahram in 

Ramallah, many newspapers that I review.

And also there are television channels that I usually 

keep watching, like al Jazeera, al-Arabiya, al-Hoah, al-Aqsa 

television of the Hamas, Palestinian television.  

Q. Okay.  How about if afterwards at the break we will bring 

those down for the court reporter.  Is that okay?  So that we 

don't have to take the time to spell each one?  Okay.

Do you also rely on internet research?

A. Yes.

Q. And what kinds of internet sites do you look at?

A. First I look at the Hamas-related internet site, like the 

Palestinian Info.

Q. What is Palestine Info?

A. Palestine Info is an internet site that expresses the 

views and the philosophy and the ideology of Hamas and the 

Muslim Brotherhood, a very known internet site that relates to 

Hamas.

Q. Does Hamas have more than one website?

A. Yes.  For example, the Izz el-Din al-Quassam Brigades, 

which is the military wing of Hamas, is also a website 

Quassam.net, Quassam.org, many sites that relate to Hamas.  I 
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also review internet sites that relate to the Muslim 

Brotherhood, sites like Islam Online, also a website of the 

newspapers, website of those newspapers that I just mentioned, 

television news sites like al Jazeera, many internet sites 

that I review.  Also forums like Fatehforum.  Many internet 

sites that I review.

Q. Do some of the committees that we are going to be talking 

about a little later on, do some of those have websites?

A. Yes.

Q. Which ones have websites that you can recall, just off 

the top of your head?

A. For example, the Islamic Society website, the Mujama'a 

al-Islami, which is the Islamic Center or the Islamic Complex 

al-Salah in Gaza, the Islamic Charitable Society in Hebron, 

these kind of sites.

Q. And as part of your research in this area, have you 

reviewed videotapes?

A. Yes.

Q. More than one?

A. I would say hundreds.

Q. And where are those tapes from?

A. Those tapes can be from material that was seized from all 

kinds, many kinds of places; hamas offices in the West Bank, 

it can be videos that I was downloading from the internet, 

there are many videos that I also recorded from TV, from 
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channels.  So there is also video that I review from the IDF 

Special Unit, which concentrates in collecting open material, 

a special unit of the ARMY that deals with --

Q. And the IDF is the Israeli army?

A. Yes.

Q. So we don't confuse acronyms.  

A. Yes.

Q. And you said that you regularly conduct this sort of 

research you said about a daily basis.  Is that right?  What I 

heard you say?

A. Almost of course not every day.  Of course, sometimes 

there are busy days.  But I will try to do it on a daily 

basis.

Q. And you do this as part of your work with the ISA?

A. This is part of my work in the ISA.

Q. And have you ever collected any of your work product on 

this into a written product?

A. Into a summary that really tried to summarize some of the 

material that I review, some of the sources into a review.

Q. And are you -- As someone who works for the Israeli 

Security Agency, are you permitted to publish books or 

articles or anything like that?

A. No.

Q. So the information that you have collected on your 

research, you have not published that.  Is that right?

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

11

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



A. That is right.

Q. Have you had occasion to meet with other governments 

about the financial infrastructure of the Hamas social wing?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you read academic publications on the subject?

A. I read some academic publications about the subject.

Q. And have you read books about it, about Hamas?

A. I have read books in general about Hamas.  I have read 

some books, yes.

Q. Okay.  Can you give us an example of some books that you 

have relied on?

A. Ziad Abu Amar book, Azzam Tamimi, The Hamas Story From 

Within, Ronny Shaked is an Israeli publisher of Khalid Mishal 

book, those books.

Q. Okay.  And would you say that your expertise in this area 

in the social wing of Hamas, does it drive more from books or 

more from practical experience?

A. I think more from practical experience.  This is my job 

and this is what part of my duty is to read, to analyze, to 

educate myself with new material.

Q. Is it important to the mission of the Israeli Security 

Agency that the information you gather be accurate?

A. Yes.  The ISA is a preventive agency, terrorism 

preventive agency.  And my information and what I am doing in 

reviewing information is to prevent terrorism.  And it is to 
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be accurate, and I am trying to rely on as much sources as I 

can, because a mistake here can be important for us to be very 

accurate and to rely -- reliable material.

Q. Do Government officials within Israel recognize you as an 

expert on the subject matter of the social wing of Hamas?

A. Yes.

Q. Have you been invited to speak to other government 

agencies in Israel about the subject?

A. Yes.

Q. And do foreign governments consider you an expert in the 

area of Hamas' social wing?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have -- As part of your job with the ISA, do you 

hold a security clearance?

A. Yes.

Q. Are you relying on any classified information at all in 

your testimony today?

A. No.

Q. You mentioned all these different sources of information 

that you rely on.  Do you ever rely just solely on one source 

of information?

A. No.

Q. Why not?

A. As I just explained, my conclusion, the conclusion that I 

achieve my work is to be accurate, because the goal of my 
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agency is to prevent terrorism.  And if the information is not 

correct and I based only on one source that is not reliable or 

not true or false, so this is of course is not serving the 

goal of preventing terrorism.

Q. Now, you testified that you read some Arabic but you 

don't speak it.  Do you translate your own Arab language 

documents?

A. I don't translate my own documents that I read.  I just 

use it for initial primary sorting.  I deliver this material 

to professional translators working in the IDF, the Israeli 

Defense Force, or a professional translator working in the 

ISA, the Israeli Security Agency.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Your Honor, at this time I offer Avi 

as an expert in the area of financing of Hamas' social wing 

structure.

MS. MORENO:  There will be an objection based on our 

previous objections to the Court and our motions.

THE COURT:  And that is overruled, and Mr. Avi is 

accepted in that area.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Thank you.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Okay.  I want to start by just doing a 

little background, giving a little background about the Hamas 

organization and its social wing.  So can you just explain for 

us a little bit the general organization of Hamas?
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A. In general, the Hamas is divided into three branches--the 

political branch, the social branch, I would say, and the 

military branch what is called the Izz el-Din al-Quassam 

Brigades.  But this is not clear, there is no clear boundaries 

between those branches and I can see a lot of overlap, 

overlaps, links, connection between those wings that I just 

mentioned.

Q. Okay.  Let's talk about just the social wing, 

understanding that you can't really separate them, but let's 

just talk for a moment about the social wing of Hamas.  Is the 

social wing important to the organization?

A. The social wing is very important to the organization.  

And I am talking about Hamas.  The Hamas needs, really needs 

the social wing for several reasons.  This is -- First of all, 

it serves the Hamas philosophy, the Hamas ideology.  Hamas 

uses it to recruit new members to the military wing, for 

example.  This is a way of funneling money to the 

organization, a lot of money through the social wing.  It is 

very important for Hamas to have a social or wide 

infrastructure.  And of course it is important for the Hamas 

to have social infrastructure which supports the people, for 

the people to support them.  This is the idea-- win the hearts 

and minds of the people to reach the people.

Q. You said that the social wing is important for bringing 

in large amounts of money.  Why is that?

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

15

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



A. The social wing -- First of all, the social wing needs a 

lot of money to operate.  But for Hamas it is, of course, more 

convenient, let's say more safe, to bring money into the 

territories without targeting -- I mean, without relying on 

sources that support directly the military wing or other wings 

of Hamas, otherwise they can be targeted by governments who 

banned Hamas in their own countries, so the social wing is the 

best way to bring money into the territories.

Q. And what kinds of services does the social wing provide?

A. Services?  

Q. Uh-huh.

A. Okay.  The social wing of Hamas gives a lot of services 

to the Palestinian population, and I will just -- It is in all 

areas of civilian life, like education, like supporting 

special segments of the population, mosques, schools, 

kindergartens, it gives a lot of services among the 

Palestinians.  It is not a majority of the services, but it 

gives a lot of services in the Palestinian territories.

Q. Did you assist in creating a demonstrative exhibit, a 

PowerPoint to help explain your testimony today?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Your Honor, I move to admit 

Demonstrative No. 30.  

THE COURT:  Previous objections?  
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MS. DUNCAN:  Previous objections, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  That has been overruled.  Demonstrative 

No. 30 is admitted.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Could we display, please, the first 

slide of that demonstrative?  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  What did you call this slide?

A. I call the slide the life cycle of a typical Hamas 

activist, typical, in general.  This slide demonstrates the 

stages, all kinds of stages where the social wing of Hamas 

supports the population; stages like kindergartens, like 

schools, like summer camps, like healthcare services, building 

mosques and supporting them, memorization of Quran, centers, 

university that is very important.  In each stage of the 

lifecycle of a typical Hamas activist, the social wing of 

Hamas is around there giving the services.  

And then we go to some possibilities, like recruitment to 

the military wing and supporting special segments of the 

population which are very important to Hamas, like prisoners, 

like families of martyrs, and you get to the end of the cycle.

Q. When you say lifecycle are you referring to a sort of 

cradle to grave type analysis?

A. That is exactly what I meant, the idea here.

Q. So do these stages represent different stages of life?

A. Different stages of life, yes, from youngsters to -- from 

little age and until universities and so on.
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Q. Let's start in the beginning with the youngsters in the 

kindergartens.  Have you -- Based on your research, do you 

know what goes on in a Hamas-run kindergarten?

A. Yes.  I have seen examples of ceremonies that take place 

in kindergartens of the Hamas, of the social wing of Hamas.  

They run a lot of kindergartens, but I reviewed examples of 

the kind of ideology and the philosophy of Hamas that you can 

see from little age.  This is the first time -- I would say 

little age is the first time that the child can absorb the 

ideas, in general the ideas of Hamas.  And this is the crucial 

age for Hamas to influence little kids.  And the different 

societies, the different social societies of Hamas runs a lot 

of kindergartens.

Q. Are there also -- After kindergarten are there also grade 

schools so the child can continue?

A. Yes. 

Q. I am sorry.  Your last answer was after kindergarten 

there are grade schools?

A. Schools and high schools, and university.  I just wanted 

to demonstrate the whole education stages, the different 

education stages.

Q. And you said that you have seen videos of ceremonies in 

some of these schools.  Is that right?

A. That is right.

Q. And are these videos the kinds of things that you would 
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rely on in forming your opinion about the Hamas social wing 

and its institutions?

A. Among other things, yes.

Q. And I want to draw your attention to what has been marked 

as Demonstrative No. 10.  Before we look at it, can you -- Do 

you know what Demonstrative No. 10 is?

A. A video.

Q. And do you know where the video was from?

A. I have a paper written that it is a video.

Q. I can pull out the original, but is this -- If I can 

refresh your recollection, is this a video from al-Aqsa 

Television?

A. From al-Aqsa Television.  Okay.

Q. And do you know -- You recall this video now?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And did you download it?

A. Recorded.

Q. Recorded.  Sorry.  

A. It was also downloaded from another source, yes.

Q. But it was originally on TV?

A. On TV, yes.

Q. And what TV station?

A. Al-Aqsa.

Q. And al-Aqsa is what kind of TV station?

A. It is the Hamas television.

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

19

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Q. And can you record Hamas television from your home in Tel 

Aviv?

A. Yes.

Q. And what year does this ceremony take place that is 

depicted on the video?

A. I think it was May 31, 2007.

Q. Okay.  And will this video assist the jury in 

understanding the social wing of Hamas, even though it is in 

2007?

A. Yes.

Q. Is it the ceremony typical of what you have seen even in 

earlier years?

A. I saw similar ceremonies in earlier years, yes.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Your Honor, I move to admit and to 

publish Demonstrative No. 10.

THE COURT:  Previous objection?  

MS. DUNCAN:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  That is overruled.  Demonstrative No. 10 

is admitted.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Did you tell us what specific 

institution or place this ceremony takes place?

A. The society is called the Mujama'a al-Islami which also 

in English it is the Islamic Center or the Islamic Complex.

Q. Okay.  Can you spell al-Mujama so we have it for the 
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court reporter?

A. A-L  M-U-J-A-M-A-A.

Q. Is that Arabic for the Islamic Center?

A. Yes.

Q. Or complex?

A. Mujama'a, yes.

Q. All right.  Can we play Demonstrative No. 10, please?  

(Whereupon, Demonstrative No. 10 was played in open 

court.)

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  You said that was the Islamic Center, I 

believe.  Correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Could we bring up InfoCom Search No. 

28, please, page 98? 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Do you see where this talks about the 

Islamic Complex?  

A. Yes.

Q. Is this the same institution where we just saw this 

ceremony take place?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Your Honor, because it is difficult 

for the witness to read in English, would it be all right if I 

read from the document?  
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THE COURT:  Yes.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Thank you.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Reading the first paragraph of this 

document, "The Islamic Complex was founded in 1973 by a group 

of Muslims led by mujaheed Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, may God 

release him from his jail and reward him for his sincerity and 

guard him as a role model for Islamic activism.  These people 

have vowed to serve Islam and Islamic activism and to provide 

care to the Muslim individual since the cradle."  

If I can just stop there.  When it says "care since the 

cradle," is that similar to the concept you have been 

describing about a lifecycle?

A. This is a part of the concept, yes.  This is the first 

part of the concept.

Q. Okay.  "As well as providing treatment to the ill and 

assistance to the poor and the needy as much as possible.  The 

Islamic Complex also paid special attention to the Muslim 

women, and provided many venues for the mothers of Muslims to 

learn her religion and to improve herself through knitting and 

similar projects."  

And do you see the first name listed here under members 

of the administrative financial board?

A. Yes.

Q. And who is that?

A. Ibrahim Farcs al-Yazouri is the chairman of the Islamic 
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Society, one of the founders of Hamas, a very known and senior 

member of Hamas.

Q. We will talk about him later.  Right?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  If we turn the page, do you see where it says, No. 

2, "Children kindergarten centers."  Is that consistent with 

what you have seen that the Islamic Center has kindergartens?  

Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And if we could go to page 103.  And for the Islamic 

Center it says future aspiration, No. 3, "To have children's 

kindergartens everywhere;" No. 4, "To have an elementary 

school affiliated with the Complex;" and No. 7, "Our biggest 

aspirations is the liberation of the land of Palestine and to 

establish an Islamic state on its land.  It is not too much 

for God the Almighty."  

The idea of kindergartens in terms of the importance to 

Hamas, I mean, what does it mean to you when you look at these 

institutions and their educational services?

A. Ahmed Yassin, who actually founded the Islamic Complex, 

many years since the beginning of the Islamic Complex 

emphasized the issue of education and education from small 

age.  Because this is the age where the children start to 

absorb the ideas that are important to Hamas that those kids, 

those children will receive.  And this is the Hamas 
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philosophy, this is the Hamas ideology, this is the creation 

of a new Muslim in the eyes of the Muslim Brotherhood.  And 

the first step that you can do it is through the 

kindergartens, and that is why the Islamic Complex the 

Mujama'a Islami created a network of educational institutions, 

including kindergarten schools, and they tried to collect 

enough money to create some big projects of educational center 

called Dar al-Arqam.

Q. Let me direct your attention -- Do you have a binder in 

front of you of exhibits that we are going to use today?

A. Yes.

Q. I direct your attention to what is marked as German 

Document No. 2.  And without reading from it or telling me the 

contents of it, can you describe generally what this is?

A. This is a letter.

Q. Who is the letter from?

A. A letter from -- There is a seal of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.

Q. And who is the letter to?

A. The letter is for the brothers in al-Aqsa in Germany.

Q. And are you familiar with the al-Aqsa Foundation in 

Germany?

A. Yes.

Q. And is that something that we are going to be talking 

about a little bit later?

A. Yes.
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Q. And in your opinion, based on your research and what we 

will talk about, is al-Aqsa a Hamas institution?

A. Yes.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Your Honor, I move the admission of 

German Document No. 2 at this time.

THE COURT:  Previous objections?  

MS. DUNCAN:  Previous objections, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  That is overruled and German Document 

No. 2 is admitted.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  You mentioned a seal.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Could we enlarge the seal at the 

bottom, please? 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Is that the seal you are referring to?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And whose name is on that seal?

A. Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.

Q. Ahmed Yassin was a paraplegic.  Is that right?

A. That is right.

Q. So was he able to sign his name?

A. No.

Q. So was this seal essentially his signature?

A. This is his signature since he couldn't sign his own.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Let's look at page 2 of that document, 

please.  If we can blow up the second paragraph. 
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Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  I am going to read this second 

paragraph on page 2.  It says, "Honorable brothers.  The 

mujaheed Sheikh Ahmed Ismail Yassin has considered 

establishing an exemplary school to be an extension to his 

pioneering role in education and building, a school that 

offers an integrated curriculum that combines religious and 

worldly studies, especially that the beloved homeland is still 

suffering from my of the effects of the detestable occupation, 

particularly in the educational arena, which came close to 

destruction during the occupation period.  Consequently, the 

mujaheed Sheikh Ahmed Yassin started to rebuild the 

Palestinian human being who believes in his God, who belongs 

to his homeland, and who rejects the plans and conspiracies of 

the enemies through this large educational project, the 

project of building the school of the exemplary Dar al-Arqam.  

There is no way to correct the Society's course except by 

correcting the educational course through the restoration of 

correct values and notions so they can direct the philosophy 

of education.  And education at this school will be free for 

children of martyrs and children of detainees, orphans, the 

poor, and the needy, God almighty is willing."  

Do you see in there a discussion of remaking the 

Palestinian human being?  Is that consistent with the 

philosophy that you have seen of Hamas toward education?

A. Yes, the same philosophy of the Muslim Brotherhood, and 
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this is an example for this.

Q. Okay.  If we go back to the lifecycle for a moment, this 

lifecycle also has a stage for summer camps.  Is that -- In 

your research, is that another important step along this path 

that the Hamas social wing supports?

A. Yes.  The social wing and the social institution usually 

conduct summer camps after school in the summer vacation; the 

summer camps for girls, and boys, children of course.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we pull up al-Isla No. 1, please? 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Do you recognize this document?  

A. Yes.

MS. SHAPIRO:  If you can go to the English and blow 

up the numbered paragraphs in the middle. 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Do you see the goals for the summer 

camp?  Do you see No. 10, "Planting the spirit of jihad for 

the sake of God in their souls and the sacrifice for this 

homeland"?  Have you seen summer camps consistent with the 

idea of planting the see seed of jihad?

A. Yes.

Q. Are we going to see some of that a little later?

A. Yes.

Q. Do committees, zakat committees, do they sponsor summer 

camps, based on your research?

A. Yes.
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Q. Did they also sponsor schools?

A. Yes.

Q. Does Hamas have -- 

MS. SHAPIRO:  If we can go back to the lifecycle 

again.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  You said you talked about the 

universities.  Does Hamas have a presence in universities?

A. Yes.  Hamas has a big presence in universities like the 

Islamic University Birziet not Najakh, with a party called the 

Kutle al-Islamiya.

Q. Can you spell that, please?

A. Kutle K-U-T-L-E, Kutle al-Islamiya, which is a student 

party of Hamas and combined what is called the Islamic block 

in the university, it is part of the -- Actually it is -- the 

majority of the Islamic block is known as the same in the 

university.  They ran students for the election in the 

universities.  They have a big presence in the universities.  

Social institutes support students of the Kutle al-Islamiya.

Q. And you have written on the slide it says "a pool for 

recruiting military activists."  Have you seen in your 

research where military activists to Hamas are recruited from 

the Kutle Islamiya in the university?

A. Yes.

Q. And continuing along the circle, if there is a 

recruitment to the military wing, does the Hamas social wing 
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also, then, provide if that person is arrested, provide for 

the prisoner and the prisoner's family?

A. Yes.  That is the next stage if a person is arrested or 

on trial, so his family will be supported by a social 

institute.

Q. And what objective does that satisfy?  How does that 

serve Hamas' goals?

A. First of all, this issue of supporting families of 

prisoners and also martyrs was mentioned by the Hamas 

leadership, by Khalid Mishal and by other leaders many times.

Q. Khalid Mishal, if you can tell us who he is again.  We 

have heard his name before, but just in case?

A. He is the leader of the bureau of Hamas.  Today he is 

considered to be the leader of Hamas.  He mentioned this.  Not 

only Khalid Mishal, but many leaders of Hamas emphasize this 

segment.  It is very important, very important for the Hamas 

organization to support, first of all, to show the fact that 

they didn't just leave them away without any support.

Q. Them meaning the prisoners?

A. The prisoners, the families, and the prisoners, of 

course.  It is very important for them morally that a person 

who goes to a mission by Hamas and if he is seized or arrested 

that he will be supported.  Hamas would not leave him alone, 

and would support him.  

Second, it is important for Hamas for glorifying this to 
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show the importance of this segment for the organization.  It 

serves several goals of Hamas in that point, in that specific 

point.

Q. Does support for the families, does that serve any other 

objective of Hamas with respect to future recruits?

A. This is a message, to deliver a message.  The Hamas 

understands that if it doesn't support these special segments, 

it means that in the future it will have difficulties to 

recruit new members.  It is very logical.  If those families 

will not be supported, how are they going to recruit another 

member.  Because the families are important factor here.  The 

Hamas understands it is very good.  

And even in times that the Hamas was in the financial 

crisis, like the starting of the '90s, the first money that 

they sent to collect went to the families.  This was the 

primary goal for the Hamas leadership to raise money for the 

families, for the families of the martyrs and the prisoners.

MS. SHAPIRO:  Let's look at ICS Hebron No. 5, 

please. 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Okay.  Are you familiar with this 

document?  Do you have it in your binder, ICS Hebron No. 5? 

A. I can't find it, but I am familiar with this document.

Q. Where does it come from?

A. This comes from the Young Muslim Society, which is one of 

the societies that is controlled by the Islamic Charitable 
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Society in Hebron.  It is a letter written by prisoners to the 

Society asking them to keep supporting them because the 

support is very important.

Q. Let's look at the translation.  

A. I just don't have the translation here.

Q. The next page is the translation.  Let's just read a 

little bit of it.  It says, "Honorable brothers at the Young 

Men Muslim Society, peace be upon you, God's mercy and 

blessings.  

"We extend to you our sincere greetings and thanks for 

your sincere efforts in serving the dawa and consistently 

highlighting the bright visage of the city of martyrs.  We 

also submit to you our heart felt greetings for your stand by 

us, the prisoners in the prisons of the grudging occupation 

and your stand by our families and care for our children."  

And can you see who signed this letter and the date?

A. The date is December 12th, 1999 signed by the prisoners 

of Hamas Nafha.  Nafha is a prison in Israel.  Hamas 

operatives were arrested and were tried.

Q. Okay.  And is this document an example of support for 

prisoners for Hamas prisoners?

A. Yes.

Q. That you have spoken about?

A. Yes.  

Q. Based on your research, are you familiar with any 
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particular individuals who have traveled the entire course of 

this lifecycle that we talked about on your PowerPoint slide?  

And we will talk about them later.  I am just wondering if you 

have encountered those kinds of people.  

A. I reviewed several Hamas operatives.  I mean, a member of 

the Izz el-Din al-Quassam Brigades, the military arm of Hamas, 

and even suicide bombers who went through this cycle.  

Q. We will talk about them a little later in more detail.  

MR. DRATEL:  We want to renew our objections on 

those previous grounds, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Overruled.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  We have talked about the kinds of 

activities that the Hamas social wing engages in.  Does this 

social infrastructure that we have talked about, the schools, 

the support for prisoners, the summer camp, does it require 

money to operate?

A. It requires a lot of money.  I would say that it requires 

more than the military activity or the terrorist activity 

itself.  The supporting and building schools and building 

institutes, it costs a lot of money, and the price of one 

terrorist attack is very cheap.  The material or the 

explosives are very, very low price, and this is --

Q. When you say the social wing requires the majority of the 

money -- 

A. I would say so, yes.
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Q. And where does the social wing of Hamas get its money 

from?

A. The social wing of Hamas in the territories receives its 

money from a global network of Hamas foundations located all 

over the world.

Q. Why does Hamas need to go out into the world to collect 

its money?  Why can't it just get money from inside the West 

Bank and Gaza?

A. Well, Hamas, and it was part of what I call a plan, and 

it goes to something that is called the Palestine Committee.

Q. We will get into that in a minute.  

A. For Hamas the plan was actually to raise money from 

places that it will be more convenient where there are Muslim 

communities that they can send money to the territories 

without being targeted, without being -- It was very 

convenient in Western countries, in democratic countries, and 

was created in the times when Hamas was not banned yet.  That 

is why they used many, many places where they are supportive 

in Muslim communities.

Q. Okay.  Now, you mentioned the Palestine Committee, so 

let's talk about the Palestine Committee.  Are you familiar 

with the idea of a Palestine Committee?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And what is it?

A. This is a basic idea that actually started to being 
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raised in the '80s as a plan that the Muslim Brotherhood will 

create and with regard to -- Even before Hamas was founded and 

when the Muslim Brotherhood talked about the struggle in 

Palestine, the idea was to establish and to found several 

committees that will operate in different places all over the 

world.  And when I say operate, it is including raising money, 

it is including information centers, even propaganda, issuing 

newspapers.  This is the Palestine Committee.  So it is 

combined with several departments and also raising money.

Q. Have you seen documents in this case that refer to the 

Palestine Committee?

A. Yes.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we put up Elabarasse Search No. 5, 

please?  Can we go to the first page of the translation? 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  This is a document called the Islamic 

Action for Palestine internal memo October 1992.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  If we can look at page 11, please, the 

bottom half of the page.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  It is going to read -- where it says 

Palestine Committees in the countries, do you see where that 

is?

A. Yes, Section D.

Q. Paragraph D.  "With the growth of the blessed Intifada 

and the spread of the spirit of jihad amidst the children of 

Palestine and the nation, it became incumbent upon the 
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remainder of the Ikhwan branches to play a role in attributing 

this Intifada and the Islamic Action for Palestine.  

Therefore, a resolution was issued by the guidance office and 

the shura council of the international movement to form 

'Palestine Committees' in all the Arab, the Islamic, and the 

Western nations, whose job it is to make the Palestine cause 

victorious and what to support it with what it needs of media, 

money, men, and all of that."  

And then No. 3, The Islamic Resistance Movement.  "With 

the increase of the Intifada and the advance of the Islamic 

action inside and outside Palestine, the Islamic Resistance 

Movement, Hamas, provided through its activities in resisting 

the Zionist occupation a lot of sacrifices from martyrs, 

detainees, wounded, injured, fugitives, and deportees, and it 

was able to prove that it is an original and an effective 

movement in leading the Palestinian people.  This movement, 

which was bred in the bosom on the mother movement, the Muslim 

Brotherhood, restored hope and life to the Muslim nation and 

the notion that the flare of jihad has not died out and that 

the banner of Islamic Jihad is still raised." 

Is this document that talks about the Palestine 

Committee, is that consistent with your understanding 

historically of what happened around the world?

A. Yes.

MR. DRATEL:  Object to the form of the question, 
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Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Do you want to rephrase?  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Sure.

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Is this consistent with what you have 

learned about your growth of the Palestine Committees?  

A. Yes.  And just one or two -- It started before the 

Hamas -- The idea was started before Hamas was founded, but 

with increase of -- When the Hamas was founded, an increase of 

the struggle, when the struggle became very -- In the 

beginning from the '90s the need was more and more crucial for 

Hamas, for the Palestine Committees, so actually they started 

to form in the beginning of the '90s.  So the idea was there 

before.

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we look at Elabarasse Search No. 

15, please?  And if we can go to page 2, the translation.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  This is a document dated -- Do you have 

it in your binder?  Do you see it?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  Dated February 22nd, 1991 called resolutions 

relating to the Occupied Land Fund.  And I am reading No. 3.  

"The relationship" -- I will start earlier.  "The following 

issues have been agreed on during your presence and the 

brothers, members of the board of directors, in the city of 

Los Angeles on February 17th, 1991.  

"No. 3, the relationship between the Fund and the bodies 
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similar to it outside of America will be settled at a later 

time."  

Is this document also consistent with your research with 

respect to the creation of various Palestine Committees around 

the world?

A. Yes.  Various Palestine Committees is the global network 

that I am talking about.  This is the same.  The world 

financial network is the Palestine Committee.  This is the 

idea.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Could we go back to the Demonstrative 

No. 30, the second slide, please?  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Okay.  I want to talk for a moment 

about how the money gets from this global network that you 

have talked about and how it gets inside Palestine.  Let's 

talk about what the slide is.  What have you called it?

A. This is the Hamas charity wing in the early '90s, and the 

focus here on the global network, how it operated in the early 

'90s.

Q. Okay.  So what is depicted, the organizations in red that 

are in Europe and the United States, what are those -- what do 

they represent?

A. Interpal in England, CBSP in France, al-Aqsa in Europe, 

and the Other Gulf Funds, they were all Hamas foundations that 

supported the Hamas in the territory.
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Q. Okay.  Let me back up one step.  Do all of these 

organizations out here, did they form from Palestine 

Committees?

A. Yes.

Q. And in the United States we have HLF, Holy Land 

Foundation.  Right?  And in Europe you read Interpal.  What is 

in the parentheses underneath it?

A. Palestine Lebanon Relief Foundation.

Q. That is the PLRF?  

A. This is the PLRF.  

Q. And what it that?

A. It is former name of Interpal before it changed its name 

in 1994.

Q. And CBSP, that is a similar committee, and where is that 

based?

A. Yes.

Q. Where?  I am sorry.

A. In France.

Q. In France.  And al-Aqsa?

A. Al-Aqsa, it is similar Palestine Committee that had 

branches in several countries in Europe including Germany, 

Belgium, Netherlands.

Q. Now, do you remember we looked at German Document No. 2 a 

few moments ago?

A. Yes.
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Q. That document you mentioned was written to al-Aqsa.  Is 

this the same al-Aqsa that we see on your map?

A. It is the same al-Aqsa written on the map.

Q. And there are arrows going from these organizations into 

a green box that says Islamic Relief Committee.  What is the 

Islamic Relief Committee?

A. The Islamic Relief Committee is one of the Islamic 

Movement.  We talked about the Islamic Movement in Israel in 

the beginning.  This is the case that was started by Raed 

Salah.  The Islamic Relief Committee was one of the early 

committees that operated in the Islamic Movement in Israel, 

and its main goal was to receive money from the Palestine 

Committees in Europe and the places you see on the map, and to 

deliver it or transfer it to the Hamas social network in the 

territories.  The Islamic Relief Committee is, as I said, is 

one of the committees of the -- is an institution that 

belonged to the Islamic Movement.  And the picture is Raed 

Salah, which is the leader of the Islamic Movement in Israel.

Q. Did the Islamic Relief Committee support Hamas 

institutions?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  So when the money for these red lines comes into 

the Islamic Relief Committee, then there is a green line going 

out, where is that going?

A. The red lines demonstrate the flow of money.  That was 
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the idea of this demonstration.  Now, the green arrow goes to 

the territories to the little map.  This is the flow of money 

from the Islamic Relief Committee inside the territories to 

Hamas social institutions called Hamas zakat or Hamas 

societies, that conducted several activities, like we saw in 

the chart, for example, in the demonstrative chart of the 

lifecycle.

Q. And the smaller map, the insert map, does that depict the 

West Bank and then the smaller area on the left is that Gaza 

Strip?

A. Yes, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Q. Okay.  And then you have these pink boxes on the left.  

What do those depict?

A. It reflects the idea of the social institution of Hamas.  

Control or part of the leaders are Hamas activists that 

operate and conduct the Dawa or the civilian activity of Hamas 

in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  And that kind of activity is 

like supporting -- it was very prominent at that time to see 

the support of families of prisoners, families of martyrs, and 

deportees, and other Hamas activities like we saw in the 

demonstrative slide, including education projects, but most of 

the money went to the special segment.

Q. Okay.  And you have these arrows going into the Islamic 

Relief Committee.  Could you have also drawn arrows that went 

straight from these international organizations into the West 
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Bank and Gaza?

A. Yes.  Yes.  The Islamic Relief Committee was kind of a 

pipeline, an intermediate.  It doesn't necessarily say that 

all the money went to the Islamic Relief Committee.  It was a 

convenient intermediate because it was located in an area 

which was very close to the West Bank, and the money -- And it 

was more convenient to the Hamas foundation to deliver the 

money to an institute that operated at that time in Israel.

Q. And that is in Nazareth?

A. Nazareth in the north, yes.

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we pull up InfoCom Search No. 28, 

please, page 91? 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Is this the same committee, the same 

organization?  It says Islamic Relief Agency Nazareth.  Is 

the Islamic Relief Committee sometimes called the Islamic 

Relief Agency?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you know it has the name of a person the top here 

for the phone number.  Says Dr. Soliman Ghabariyah.  How do 

you say that?

A. Ghabariyah.

Q. And who is that?

A. He was the chairman of the Islamic Relief Committee, and 

he was also the deputy or the vice chairman of Raed Salah and 

the Islamic movement.  Raed Salah that we saw in the previous 
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slide in the small picture, he is the deputy and the chairman 

of the Islamic Relief Committee.

Q. Okay.  When it talks about scope of work under No. 2 it 

says, "Supporting orphans and needy families, sciences, and 

technology committee Jerusalem, Young Men Muslim Association 

Hebron," are those two organizations that we have seen and 

will be talking about?

A. Yes.

Q. All right.  

THE COURT:  Let's take an afternoon break.  Let's 

take a 20-minute break.  

(Whereupon, the jury left the courtroom.)

THE COURT:  We will be in recess.  Be back at 20 

till.

(Brief recess.)

THE COURT:  Ms. Shapiro?  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Thank you.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Before the break we were talking about 

the Islamic Relief Committee.  Do you remember that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  If I can just have the map back for a 

moment, the PowerPoint slide.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  The Islamic Relief Committee in the 

box, you said that the Islamic Relief Committee sends money 
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inside the territories.  Correct?  And it says here Hamas 

zakat committees Gaza and West Bank.  Right?  Now, does the 

Islamic Relief Committee only support Hamas or did it support 

other people amongst the Palestinian population?

A. I checked 36 [sic] institutions in the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip, and my conclusion was that 23 out of 26 were 

Hamas.

Q. Okay.  I am sorry.  I don't think you understood my 

question.  Let me ask it a different way.  My question was 

that the money that comes in through the Islamic Relief 

Committee is to support I think you said martyrs, prisoners, a 

special segment of the population.  Is that right?

A. That is right.

MR. WESTFALL:  Object to leading, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Do you want to rephrase?  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Is it the Islamic Relief 

Committee -- Who does it send its money to inside the 

territories?

A. Inside the territories?  

Q. Right.  

A. Yes, it can.

Q. But who?  Who are the recipients of the money?  Who is 

receiving it?

A. Charity institutions.

Q. Okay.  Do the charity institutions provide only for Hamas 

Shawn M. McRoberts, RMR, CRR
Federal Official Court Reporter

43

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



members or also for other people?  

MR. WESTFALL:  Object to leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Overruled.  You may answer that.

THE WITNESS:  Not only for Hamas members.  They also 

support non-Hamas members.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Can you speak up just a little bit 

because I am having trouble hearing you.  Thanks.

And why is that?  Why would they support -- If they are a 

Hamas institution, why would they support more than Hamas 

members?

A. This is the basic idea of gaining the people's support.  

If you want to support -- If you want to gain the support of 

the people, if you focus on only one segment of the population 

you are not growing yourself.  You are staying very small, 

very -- If you want to increase the support among the people, 

you give to a lot more -- to more population.  This is the 

idea gaining the support and winning the hearts and minds, not 

focusing only on a small group, otherwise you will have the 

support of only a small group.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we play HLF Search No. 75, just 

clip G, please?  

(Whereupon, HLF Search No. 75, clip G was played in open 

court, while questions were propounded.)

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Who is in the picture?
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A. This is Jamal Mansour.

Q. You saw reference to the Islamic Relief Committee?

A. Yes.

Q. Is this the same organization we are talking about?

A. Yes.

Q. Continue.  

And could we -- You said that the Islamic Relief 

Committee was located in Nazareth.

A. Yes.

Q. Could you point out -- I am just going to show you a map 

to orient where it is.  This is map No. 5.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  May I approach, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  Yes.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Where is Nazareth?

A. Here.

Q. In the north?

A. Yes.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Could you pull up, please, Payments to 

Islamic RA?  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  This is an exhibit that was prepared 

for this trial called Payments to Islamic Relief Agency.  Is 

that the same organization that we are talking about now?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And you can see payments start April 1991.  Could 

you go to the end of this document, please?  The last payment 
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is February 15th, 1996.  

Is the Islamic Relief Committee still operating.

A. No.

Q. What happened to it?

A. It was shut down by the Israeli authority.

Q. In what year?

A. In 1996.

Q. Okay.  Now, you testified earlier that based on your 

research these organizations that were in Europe and the 

United States, that international network, was sending money 

to charity committees inside the West Bank and Gaza.  Have you 

seen -- From your work on the Islamic Movement case, have you 

seen evidence of money coming in from all those organizations?

A. Yes.

Q. Into the Islamic Relief Committee?

A. The Islamic -- Through the Islamic Relief Committee.

Q. Okay.  All right.  Now, I want to focus your attention 

now on some of the organizations that received the money, the 

zakat committees and the charitable societies, moving inside 

the West Bank and Gaza.

Are there specific committees in the West Bank and Gaza 

that are controlled by or operate on behalf of Hamas?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And are those the committees that the Islamic 

Relief Committee is sending money to?
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A. Among others.

Q. And you said money went directly to those committees.  Is 

that right?

A. That is right.

Q. Does Hamas acknowledge that it runs charity committees?  

Generally does it acknowledge it has a social wing?

A. Yes, generally it does acknowledge that it has a social 

wing.

Q. And does it identify by name which institutions are Hamas 

institutions?

A. I want to divide my answer to two parts.  About the 

societies in the Gaza Strip, it is -- There are more 

publications that identify the societies in the Gaza Strip as 

Hamas.  The reason is because it was founded by Sheikh Ahmed 

Yassin.  I am talking about the Islamic Society, the Islamic 

Center, they were founded by Ahmed Yassin and the Muslim 

Brotherhood.  And after they were founded, they continued to 

be Hamas, so that is why we have more publications that 

identify them as Hamas.  

The West Bank this is a different story.  And the Hamas 

don't -- They don't acknowledge the names of the charities, 

even although they say they have a charity network, they don't 

reveal the names, the Hamas leaders or the Hamas itself, the 

organization, don't give the names, the specific names.

Q. And why don't they?
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A. The main reason is because Hamas is afraid that the money 

flow will stop.  It is afraid that in places where the Hamas 

is banned it will cut its flow of money, and this is the main 

issue.  For example, I heard Mahmoud Rumhi saying the same 

thing, Jamil Hamami in 1994, he said in an interview that this 

is a security issue we don't want to -- I am saying now.  They 

don't want to reveal the names because they don't want to be 

targeted by Israel or by other countries.

Q. And you mentioned a lot in that response.  Mahmoud Rumhi, 

is that someone we will talk about later?

A. Yes.

Q. Who is he, just generally?

A. Mahmoud Rumhi was a member of the Ramallah charity 

committee, the Ramallah zakat committee, and also a senior 

Hamas member in the West Bank.

Q. Okay.  And you mentioned Jamil Hamami.  

A. One of the founders of Hamas in the West Bank.

Q. Okay.  Now, if Hamas doesn't acknowledge to the world 

which committees are Hamas committees, what about in the local 

communities where they are providing services?

A. In the local communities, of course, it is important for 

the Hamas to acknowledge to their population that it operates 

social wings, and if outside they don't want to reveal the 

name or to expose the names of the committees.  Inside the 

population are aware of this social, of this network, the 
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leaders that runs those societies and activities, and other 

parameters that they use, I use as a professional, they all 

assist -- They are helping the Hamas to acknowledge the 

population who really runs the committees.  There are other 

indications that I can --

Q. Is it fair generally to say that the local communities -- 

MR. DRATEL:  Objection; leading.  

THE COURT:  Sustained.  Rephrase.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Do the local communities understand 

which committees are Hamas, the population, the local 

population?

A. Yes.

Q. And to the world at large, does Hamas acknowledge that 

same information?

A. No.

Q. Okay.  Let me just ask you one other question.  Does 

Hamas run every committee in the West Bank and Gaza?

A. No.

Q. Okay.  So if one wanted to provide charity to needy 

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza, could it do that?  Can 

people do that without giving to a Hamas institution?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we play Elabarasse No. 33, please?  

(Whereupon, Elabarasse Search No. 33 was played, while 
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questions were propounded.)

Q. (MS. SHAPIRO)  Do you recognize one of the people in the 

picture here?

A. On the left is Khalid Mishal.

Q. Okay.  And who did you say he was?

A. He is the leader of the political bureau of Hamas, leader 

of Hamas.

Q. Okay.  Go ahead.  

There was Abu Walid.  What is Abu Walid?  

A. This is the nickname of Khalid Mishal.

Q. Is what Khalid Mishal is saying here consistent with what 

we have been talking about in terms of providing for the 

martyrs and the detainees?

A. Very important for Hamas.  Yes, it is consistent.  The 

special segment is mentioned in this interview.  And I think I 

reviewed this video and it mentions several times, at least 

another time, that he specifically is saying the martyrs is 

important for the Hamas organization.

Q. Let's continue.  

Okay.  So here Khalid Mishal is saying "American ears are 

listening, and we don't get money that way.  Give it to 

someone you trust?"  Do you see that?  What does that mean in 

your analysis?  

A. Consistent with what I say, the names, the I.D. is here, 

the idea of supporting families and all the segments and all 
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the charity work and doing jihad with money I think he 

mentioned here in this interview, but it is not revealing the 

specific names where a person who wants to donate or support.  

He doesn't give a single, of course, a single detail about 

where this man can give his money.  Why?  Because of security 

reasons.  The American ears are listening.

Q. Okay.  Now, I want to talk a little bit about the 

societies and the zakat committees in the West Bank and Gaza, 

the specific committees.  Are there different kinds of 

charitable committees in the West Bank and Gaza?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And can you group them into two categories?

A. I can group them into two categories.  The first category 

would be societies, these are societies that were established 

by the Muslim Brotherhood and controlled by the Muslim 

Brotherhood, like the Jamaiya Islamiya, which the Islamic 

Society in Gaza.  

The other part, the other kind of charities are zakat 

committees, zakat committees that were under the supervision 

of the waqh.  The waqh is the --

Q. I was going to interject a question so we don't pack too 

much information into an answer.  You talked about societies 

and zakat committees.  Right?

A. Right.

Q. You told us the societies are Muslim Brotherhood.  And 
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what about the zakat committees?

A. The zakat committee were formed during the '70s and the 

'80s as a part of the Jordanian waqh the Jordanian -- 

Q. Define what that is for us.  Could you spell it first, 

please?

A. W-A-Q-F.

Q. And what is the waqh?

A. The waqh is actually the ministry that deals with the 

religious affairs and endowments of the population.  One of 

the offices that lasted from the Jordanian regime until '96 to 

'97.

Q. And the word zakat, do you know what that means?

A. Yes, zakat in free translation it is charity, charitable.  

But it has a meaning as one of the people of Islam a religious 

obligation of giving, a specific part of your money to 

charity.  It is a very important part of Islam.

Q. Let's talk first about the societies and then we will get 

to the zakat committees in a bit.

The societies, you said that many were started by the 

Muslim Brotherhood?

A. Yes, many started.

Q. Were all of them Muslim Brotherhood?

A. No.

Q. Okay.  And what it was goal of the Muslim Brotherhood?

A. The Muslim Brotherhood we are talking -- We are going a 
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little bit back into history.

Q. A little historical background?

A. It is a little bit of historical background that started 

actually in Egypt in the '20s.

MS. HOLLANDER:  Your Honor, I am going to object.  I 

don't believe this witness is an expert on the Muslim 

Brotherhood.  

THE COURT:  Overruled.  Go ahead.  

THE WITNESS:  And the idea was to fix or to create a 

new society, a new Muslim, to bring the Muslim back to their 

religion, and the goal was to create one state that is ruled 

by the sharia, by the Islamic law.  That is the idea.  And you 

do it by giving -- building a new society that is based on -- 

it is a charity, it is services.  This was the idea, very 

generally.

Q. Is it sort of a long-term vision?

A. It is a very long -- Yes, it is a very long vision.  The 

first Muslim Brotherhood --

Q. Go ahead.  

A. The first activity of the Muslim Brotherhood in the Gaza 

and Judea and Samaria was in the '40s, since 1940 and so on.  

And then after the Six Day War in the Gaza Strip and the West 

Bank there was a presence, increasing presence of the Muslim 

Brotherhood under the influence of the Muslim Brotherhood in 

Egypt.
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Q. Okay.  Let's slow down a little bit.  Now, you talked 

about creating a new society.  Did part of creating a new 

society, were services provided as part of that return of 

Muslims to their religion?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And were those the kinds of services that we saw 

on your lifecycle slide?

A. Yes.

Q. And you started to mention that the Muslim Brotherhood 

was active in the Palestinian territories.  Is that right?

A. That is right.

Q. Okay.  And before the Six Day War, which you mentioned, 

was the Gaza Strip part of Egypt?

A. Yes.

Q. And the Muslim Brotherhood was born in what country?

A. Egypt, the region.

Q. And who was the head of the Muslim Brotherhood in the 

Gaza Strip?

A. Since the '70s Ahmed Sheikh Ahmed Yassin was the leader 

of the Muslim Brotherhood in the Gaza trip.

Q. And did Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and the Muslim Brotherhood 

create institutions in the Gaza Strip for the purpose of 

providing these services that you have discussed?

A. Yes.

Q. And about what time frame are we talking about when the 
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Muslim Brotherhood and Sheikh Yassin created these 

institutions?

A. Since the beginning or the mid '70s, the Islamic Center 

since '1973, and this is the kind of -- This is the period of 

time where it started to operate.

Q. And was the Muslim Brotherhood legal in the Gaza Strip?  

Could it operate openly?

A. They operated at the time openly, yes.

Q. And which government controlled the Gaza Strip during 

this time period the '70s and '80s?

A. The Israeli government.

Q. And did Israel have a civil administration of some kind 

that ran the civil affairs of the Gaza Strip?

A. Yes.

Q. And did the Muslim Brotherhood during that time need the 

permission of the Israeli government to operate its 

institutions?

A. In Gaza, yes.

Q. And did Israel give them permission?

A. Yes.

Q. Why would Israel give these societies, these Muslim 

Brotherhood societies, permission to operate?

A. At that time they didn't perceive it a real threat, and 

Israel at that time was dealing, I would say, with the left 

wing faction that operated in Gaza and in territories like the 
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Fatah, like other left wing that committed terrorist attacks.  

And in that time the Muslim Brotherhood were concentrated and 

focusing on the social work inside and they didn't perceive at 

that time that it is a growing threat, so that is why they 

gave permission to the Muslim Brotherhood institution to 

operate freely.

Q. You mentioned that there were actually other violent 

attacks going on during that time period?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that right?  And that was -- you mentioned Fatah.  Was 

that the Palestine Liberation Organization?

A. This is the main organization of the PLO, yes.

Q. Okay.  And what kinds of activities was it conducting 

during that time period of the '70s and '80s?

A. Explosive, bombs, plane kidnapping, the Olympics in 1972 

in Munich, one of the operations of the PLO.

Q. What happened at the Olympics in Munich?

MR. DRATEL:  Object to relevance, Your Honor, as 

well as 403.  

THE COURT:  Overruled.  Go ahead.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Go ahead. 

A. Was attacked when the Israeli sport mission to the 

Olympics in Munich in 1972, and 11 sport -- 

Q. When you say sport?

A. Athletes, 11 athletes were killed in that attack.
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Q. Okay.  And compared to those kinds of attacks that were 

going on during that period, what were the Muslim Brotherhood 

or the Islamist organizations engaged in?

A. They were engaged mainly on social services, 

maybe -- They were not engaging in terrorist acts at that 

time.

Q. And in fact did the Israeli government even give support 

to those organizations?

A. In a way it gave support in the beginning, yes.  I think 

so.  It gave support.  It gave permission.  It let it operate 

because it was a counterweight to the Fatah.  That was the 

thinking then.  Israel didn't perceive, as I said, the Muslim 

Brotherhood as an immediate threat.  And comparing to the 

Fatah, for the Israeli government it was a way to give the 

support of the Muslim Brotherhood a counterweight to the Fatah 

terrorist attack.

Q. And did there come a time when the Muslim Brotherhood 

figures began to engage in violent activities?

A. Yes.

Q. And when was that, about?

A. In the '80s.

Q. About what year?

A. About around -- There were early cells that operated in 

the '80s, but in 1985 Ahmed Yassin was arrested with others, 

other Muslim Brotherhood members.
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Q. Why was Ahmed Yassin arrested?

A. There were charges of planning attacks and holding 

possession of weapons.  That was the main charge.

Q. Okay.  Now, around 1985 at this time what major social 

welfare associations did the Muslim Brotherhood have up and 

running then?

A. In 1985?  

Q. Yes.  

A. Three organizations, three central organizations called 

the Islamic Society in Gaza, the Islamic Center, the Mujama'a 

Islami in Gaza, and the al-Salah Society.

Q. And what happened to those institutions when Hamas 

formally came into existence in 1987?

A. As the Hamas was founded, the Muslim Brotherhood 

institution became -- with the formation of Hamas it naturally 

became Hamas.

Q. And Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, he was Muslim Brotherhood.  Did 

he also become Hamas?

A. He was the Hamas founder and he also was the founder of 

the Mujama'a Islami.  So what happened to this society is that 

they were part of Hamas.  Actually the Hamas was created based 

on the society.

Q. And when you say Mujama'a, that is the Arabic word for 

the Islamic Center?

A. Yes.
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Q. And that is where the ceremony in Demonstrative No. 10 

took place in 2007?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, that is the Gaza Strip.  Now, moving to the West 

Bank, were there Muslim Brotherhood institutions in the West 

Bank?

A. There were Muslim Brotherhood institutions in the West 

Bank.  There were less institutions or there were few 

institutions including the Islamic Charitable Society in 

Hebron, there was al-Tadamoun, the society in Nablus.

Q. About when were those organizations established, those 

Muslim Brotherhood organizations?  About what time were they 

established?  What year, approximately?

A. Al-Tadamoun was established in 1956, though it doesn't 

say it was admittedly a Muslim Brotherhood organization.  I am 

just saying it became a Muslim Brotherhood before the Hamas 

was founded.  I am talking about al-Tadamoun.  The Islamic 

Charitable Society was founded as the Muslim Brotherhood.

Q. And do you know about what year?

A. If I recall correct, it was 1984, I think.

Q. And when the Muslim Brotherhood organizations in the West 

Bank, when Hamas was formally established in 1987, what 

happened to those organizations?

A. They became Hamas also.

Q. Okay.  Now, turning away from the societies for a moment 
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and talking about the zakat committees, did they develop in a 

different way?

A. They developed in a different way.  As I said before, 

they were not part of Hamas at the time of the formation.  

Most of the -- I say most of the central committees that 

operated in the big cities of the West Bank were established 

in the '70s and in the '80s.  Now, in the first place they 

were operating under the Jordanian waqh, the Jordanian 

religious ministry.

Q. Okay.  Are you familiar with the committees at issue in 

this case?

A. Yes.

Q. And what time frame were those committees established?

A. In the '70s and the '80s.  For example, Jenin is 1984, 

and Tulkarem is 1981.  That period --

Q. About that time, '70s and '80s?

A. '70s and '80s.

Q. But before Hamas became a formal organization.  Is that 

fair?

A. Before, yes.

Q. Okay.  And you said that they were under the Jordanian 

waqh.  So let me just understand, because again which 

government is in control of the West Bank during this time?

A. Israeli government.

Q. So why would the zakat committees be operating under a 
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Jordanian body?

A. The policy of Israel was not to interfere or not to 

let -- In the religious issues not to interfere with the waqh, 

the Jordanian waqh.  That was the policy at that time.  And 

again, the perception was that it is no threat or no immediate 

threat under this circumstance.

Q. So did the Jordanians essentially have control of these 

committees, even though Israel had control of the West Bank?  

Is that right?

A. I would say that the Jordanian had control, and according 

to the Jordanian law from 1966, if I remember, so they were 

operating under the Jordanian law.  The workers were 

Palestinian.

Q. Were they registered with the waqh?

A. They were registered with the waqh.

Q. And so they would have certificates of that nature?

A. They would have certificates, yes.

Q. Now, when Hamas came into existence formally in 1987, 

what happened to the zakat committees?  And I am talking about 

the collection of zakat committees that are at issue in this 

case.

A. They were not automatically became Hamas.  Hamas take 

them over after it was founded.  Hamas realized after it was 

formed, Hamas realized very soon that they are missing, I 

would say, those kind of organizations that they have in the 
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Gaza Strip, the big organizations, the Islamic Society, and 

that is why the Hamas started to invest efforts to take over 

those zakat committee.  And since 1988 in the gradual process 

the Hamas succeeded to take the central zakat committees in 

the West Bank.

Q. Okay.  Let me just show you a document from 1991.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  If we can put up Elabarasse Search   

No. 22.  Can you go to the English translation?  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Have you seen this document before?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. Does this illustrate in any way the idea of a gradual 

takeover of the zakat committees?

A. Yes.  This is kind of a status of "which committees is 

ours, and what is the situation regarding to the zakat 

committee, how we can" -- This is the Hamas control over the 

committees.  And there is a specific mention in the document, 

each committee what is the status, and I can review it and 

just say -- just read it.

Q. And some of the people that are listed in here, we will 

talk about them later, but are they familiar to you?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, during this process of taking over, when would you 

say that these committees were fully controlled by Hamas?

A. I would divide it to three stages.  The first stage was 

just after the Hamas was formed.  In 1988 I think that the 
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Hamas started to take -- They had a presence in some of the 

committees.  In 1991, according to my research, most of the 

committees were in the point of no return when they had 

heavyweight in these committees.  The process didn't end at 

this time, and it lasted until 1994.  So it was not a race 

that we have a specific time that you can say, okay, from this 

and this it is finished.  It was a gradual process where 

member after member, Hamas members one by one just entered 

into the committees, elected --

Q. How would they get these people into the committees?  How 

did Hamas get its people in?

A. Some of the persons were already there as Muslim 

Brotherhood, identified as Muslim Brotherhood.  The others 

just were -- Some of them were appointed by the waqh.  Some of 

them were elected, an election that they had in the 

committees.  So it was -- There was a variety of ways how 

Hamas activists got into -- entered these committees.

Q. And by 1994, I think you said this process was 

essentially complete.  What happened in 1994?

A. In 1994 the Palestinian Authority came into the 

territories and formed its regime as a part of the Oslo 

Accords.

Q. Okay.  And when the Palestinian Authority was created and 

took over administration of these areas, were the zakat 

committees--again, I am talking about the ones at issue in 
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this case--were they already fully under the control of Hamas?

A. Yes.

Q. And what happened to the Jordanian waqh once the 

Palestinian Authority was created?

A. The Jordanian waqh at this time, actually it turned to 

the Palestinian -- I mean, the Palestinian regime also they 

had the ministry of endowments, the Palestinian waqh, and at 

that time this is --

Q. Did the PA create such an entity, a ministry of -- What 

did you call it?  Endowments or religious affairs?

A. Yes, they have a minister of endowment.

Q. And were committees required to register with the new 

waqh with the Palestinian Authority offices?

A. Yes, but those were registered as before, actually just 

they didn't need to do any special things.  They just -- The 

registration went to the Palestinian ministry.

Q. So was it sort of automatic?

A. Almost automatic, yes.  I don't know in my research of a 

committee that was turned down in the registration in the 

Palestinian ministry.

Q. Okay.  

A. Certainly these committees that we are talking here, they 

just continued to operate in the way they were registered.

Q. So they would all have sort of the registration 

certificates or licenses to operate?
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A. Yes.

Q. And did at some point the Palestinian Authority come to 

understand that the Hamas control over these zakat committees 

was a problem?

A. I think from the beginning.  Not I think.  There is 

strong indication that the Hamas -- That the PA, the 

Palestinian Authority thought those committees are controlled 

by Hamas and they are a threat in the early stages after the 

forming of the Palestinian Authority.

Q. So why didn't the PA do something about it?

A. At that time the Hamas, first before Hamas was 

extremely -- They had fully control of these committees.  They 

had a firm stronghold in the population.  This was a delicate 

political balance.  The Palestinian Authority, that was just 

formed.  They didn't want to fight, to go into a struggle with 

Hamas that has a presence and that support in the population 

at that time.  So that is why all the time we are talking 

about very delicate balance between those two entities.  The 

Palestinian Authority from one side and the Hamas, I would say 

they were opponent.  They were rivals.  There was a rivalry 

between those.  But the PA didn't want to go to civil war just 

after it was formed.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Can we pull up HLF Search No. 107, 

please?  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  This is a book called Middle East 
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Affairs.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  We have to go to the translation.  I 

think it is page 11 maybe of the translation.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  In the bottom paragraph, "Hamas' social 

and educational activities in the occupied territories have 

become" -- Before I start reading this, let's look at who 

authored this article.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Do we have the table of contents?  The 

first page of the translation?  There is no translation?  It 

is in English.  Of course. 

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Okay.  What we are looking at is The 

"Legitimacy of Palestinian Resistance and the Islamist 

Perspective" from Azzam Tamimi.  Do you know who Azzam Tamimi 

is?

A. Yes.

Q. Who is Azzam Tamimi?

A. Azzam Tamimi is a scholar that defined himself a Hamas 

supporter, Hamas and Hezbollah supporter.

Q. Has he written books?

A. He has written books, and lately he wrote a book about 

the Hamas History From Within.  So it is a very close to the 

Hamas organization.

Q. Okay.  Let's look at what he wrote back to where we were.  

"Hamas' social and educational activities in the occupied 

territories have become so entrenched within the Palestinian 
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community that neither the Israelis nor their peace partners 

in the Palestinian Authority have been able to eliminate them.  

The fact of the matter is that Hamas, contrary to Israeli 

assessment, acts as an infrastructure to the numerous 

cultural, educational, and social institutions in Gaza and the 

West Bank that render invaluable and irreplaceable services to 

the public.  In other words, it is Hamas that gives life to 

these institutions and not the reverse.  The Israelis have 

repeatedly told the PA to close them down.  The PA has tried 

but failed." 

Is that consistent with your research with respect to the 

difficulties of the relationship between the PA and Hamas?

A. The difficulty as it is expressed in this paragraph that, 

first of all, the PA tried but failed, and at that time these 

zakat committees are controlled by Hamas.  It is something 

that is expressed very well in the article.  And the Hamas 

gives those institutions the power, and that is what it said 

in the article.  They are not existed without Hamas.

Q. And did in fact there come a time when the Palestinian 

Authority from time to time would attempt to close these 

committees?

A. Yes.

Q. And based on your research, when did they start trying to 

attempt to take some control over them?

A. There were several times that the PA took some actions 
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against the zakat committees in the West Bank and the Gaza 

Strip, started in 1996, for example, after under the pressure 

from outside, from the U.S. and Israel, because of serious 

attacks by Hamas, the PA took some actions against several 

social institutions of Hamas, including the Islamic Society 

and the Mujama'a Islami, and leaders of Hamas, including 

social leaders of Hamas.  

It happened in 1997.  But each time it happened, the 

Hamas actually responded very, very aggressively, and even 

threatened the PA if it will not reopen those societies that 

were closed, so the Hamas will react.  And so that is why 

shortly after the PA, the Palestinian Authority, shut down the 

social institution of Hamas, the PA reopened these 

institutions.

Q. Did they also close some of -- the PA, did it close from 

time to time some of the zakat committees in the West Bank?

A. Yes.

Q. Which ones come to mind that you remember?

A. 1996, the Jenin zakat committee, in 2001 several zakat 

committees, in December 2001 several zakat committees in the 

West Bank, also al-Tadamoun in 2001.

Q. Is the Ramallah zakat committee shut down ever by the PA?

A. No, not the Ramallah zakat committee, but related other 

Hamas zakat committees were shut down by the PA, institutions 

that relates to the zakat committee in Ramallah.
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Q. Okay.  

A. Also in 2003 there were -- Again the PA froze bank 

accounts of some of the Hamas social institutions in the Gaza 

Strip.

Q. Okay.  Now, in the period you said 1994 and onward, if I 

understand you correct, that the Hamas had control of these 

institutions.  Is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  Now, if you were a researcher, let's say an 

American researcher, and you went and knocked on the door of 

one of those committees, would -- 

MR. DRATEL:  Objection, Your Honor.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Should I finish the question so I 

understand the objection.

MR. DRATEL:  What is the basis of this?  It is 

complete speculation by an American researcher in 1994 when he 

wasn't doing this work.

THE COURT:  Overruled.  Go ahead and ask your 

question.

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  If a researcher from the United States, 

based on your research and your opinion, what you know, went 

and knocked on the door of one of these zakat committees and 

asked, "Are you a Hamas committee," would the committee -- 

what would the committee do?

MR. DRATEL:  Objection, Your Honor.
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Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  In your opinion what would happen?

THE COURT:  He may state an opinion.  Overruled.  Go 

ahead.

THE WITNESS:  I expect -- I don't expect a zakat 

committee to expose its affiliation to Hamas.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  And if someone called up from the 

United States, for example, and made an appointment with 

somebody at the committee for an interview, say even a 

journalist, would you expect the zakat committee to 

acknowledge its Hamas affiliation?

MR. WESTFALL:  Object to leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Overruled.  Go ahead.

THE WITNESS:  I don't expect a zakat committee to 

expose itself to outside from the territories to be targeted 

by either its Israeli, by a European country, by other states.  

I think this is something that they will not do.  They will 

not expose themselves, because they know that they will be 

targeted because the Hamas is banned in many places and they 

will not do it.  That is my opinion.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Okay.  Now, we are talking about sort 

of the relationship between the Palestinian Authority and 

Hamas.  Did there come a time when Hamas actually participated 

in the general elections of the Palestinian Authority?

A. Yes.

Q. When was that?
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A. 2006 in the general election.  There were also local 

elections before in 2005 and also the Hamas participated in 

some of the elections in many places.

Q. And when you say general election, do you mean a 

parliamentary election?

A. Parliamentary.

Q. Who is the president of the PA?

A. The president of the PA today is Mahmoud Abbas from the 

Fatah faction.

Q. In 2006 he was president?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And when he had these parliamentary elections did 

Hamas run on a ticket with a political party, or did it have 

another name?

A. Yes.

Q. What was the name of that?

A. It is run the al-Isla -- I need to translate it to 

English.  I forgot the translation.

Q. Change and reform.  Does that refresh your memory?

A. Yes.

Q. And was that the change and reform ticket?

A. Yes.  This is the Hamas party that they ran in 2006.

Q. All right.  And what were the results of that election?

MS. MORENO:  Your Honor, may we have a standing 

objection as to the relevance of this.  Five years after the 
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Holy Land closed down, the witness is talking about an 

election.  There would be a relevance objection.

THE COURT:  As to the relevance, you may have a 

standing objection.  Go ahead.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  What were the results of that election?

A. Hamas had a big victory in the parliamentary election.

Q. Did Hamas attribute its success in those elections to 

anything in particular?

A. There were several expressions by Hamas leaders like 

Mahmoud Rumhi said that the charity, social work brought this 

victory.  He was not the only one who said that, but he was 

interviewed in the BBC and said it loud and clear.

Q. And after those elections where you said Hamas got a 

majority, was the parliament then controlled by Hamas at that 

point?

A. Yes.

Q. And who had the presidency?

A. Abu Mazen from the Fatah.  They had the coalition, but 

the Hamas had the majority in the parliament and the 

government.

Q. So you had both the Fatah and Hamas together in the 

government?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And how did that arrangement work out?

A. Well, it didn't work out very well.
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Q. Did there come a time when Hamas took up arms against the 

PA, against Fatah?

A. Yes.

Q. When was that?

A. In summer 2007.

Q. And what happened?

A. The Hamas just attacked Abu Mazen, and there was -- I 

would say there was a civil war, short civil war.  Fatah was 

beaten by Hamas and Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip, full 

control of the Gaza Strip.

Q. While the civil war was going on in Gaza, what was 

happening in the West Bank?

A. In the West Bank there are many events of retaliation I 

would say by people in the West Bank against Hamas 

institutions, and some of the zakat committees were also 

attacked because they were identified as a Hamas Institution 

by those who attacked them.  

In the same days that the Hamas took over in the Gaza 

Strip, Fatah activists and other activists attacked Hamas 

institutions all over, and the Hamas complained about these 

attacks.

Q. Okay.  So you had this violence occurring both in Gaza 

and the West Bank.  What was the result of the civil war?  How 

did we end up, with Gaza and the West Bank?

A. The West Bank -- The Gaza Strip is fully controlled by 
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Hamas and the West Bank is controlled by the Fatah, Abu Mazen 

as the president and the government that he established after 

that.

Q. Okay.  And after Hamas took over the Gaza Strip, did the 

Palestinian Authority's attitude toward Hamas' social 

institutions, the zakat committees, did that attitude change?

A. Dramatically, I would say.

Q. What happened?

A. Bawatneh which is the minister of endowments, the waqh -- 

Q. What was his name?

A. Jamal Bawatneh.

Q. How would you spell that?

A. B-A-W-A-T-N-E [sic].

Q. Okay.  

A. He announced that he is -- a resolution of the 

Palestinian Authority to dissolve 92 zakat committees all over 

the West Bank; all the zakat committees actually.

Q. Did he replace them?  What did he do with them?

A. He reorganized everything, all the committees into 11 

district committees and they also dismissed all the activists 

that worked in the old 92 zakat committees.

Q. And was this action that the PA took to close the zakat 

committees and reorganize them?

MR. DRATEL:  Leading.

MS. SHAPIRO:  I am summarizing, Your Honor.
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THE COURT:  I think you are leading.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  I am sorry.  I apologize.  The 

language barrier makes it a little harder to ask an open-ended 

question.  

Q. (BY MS. SHAPIRO)  Was there publicity surrounding the 

action of the PA with respect to this reorganization?

A. Yes.  The Hamas leaders denounced had -- They accused the 

Fatah and the PA that they are taking action against the Hamas 

because of political affiliation.  The Hamas denounced -- 

really they were really angry at this move after they 

dissolved, after the dissolution.  Of all the committees 

reacted very, very, very strong against this.  And it implies 

against Hamas' attitude towards this committee.

Q. Okay.  So now we have heard just some background, the 

history from the '70s through the present of these committees.  

Now I want to focus on our committees during time period of 

1995 to 2001.  

THE COURT:  Let's go ahead and recess here for the 

day.  Let's go ahead and break.  

Be back at 9:00 in the morning.  Please recall the 

instructions about not discussing the case with anyone.  See 

you back at 9:00 in the morning.  

(Whereupon, the jury left the courtroom.)

THE COURT:  You can have a seat.  We will wait for 

the jury to leave.  
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Any matters we need to bring up before we recess?  

MR. DRATEL:  Yes, Your Honor.  The last bit of 

testimony I think in the context of 403 and al-Moayad, and 

what the real issues are in this case, I think was so far 

beyond the bounds in terms of introducing things that are so 

prejudicial that they cannot be overcome, and particularly -- 

In essence what the Government has done is said that Holy 

Land's aid to Palestinian people in the zakat committees is 

responsible for the election of Hamas and a civil war, so I 

would move for a mistrial on those grounds.  It is so long 

after, it is so attenuated that it cannot -- Even if it is 

relevant it cannot overcome the prejudicial impact, the unfair 

prejudicial impact.

MS. MORENO:  Join on behalf of Mr. Elashi.

MS. CADEDDU:  Join on behalf of Mr. Abdulqader.

MS. HOLLANDER:  And Mr. Baker.

MR. WESTFALL:  And Mr. Odeh as well.

MS. SHAPIRO:  This is background histories of these 

committees which the Defense will rely heavily on, and asked 

many witnesses about these committees predated the time of 

Hamas.  It is important for the jury to understand the 

history.  The implication was not at all that the committees 

caused civil war or caused the elections, but it is part of 

the history and part of how we know that certain people are 

Hamas because they ran on a Hamas ticket, for example, is one 
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way to know they were Hamas.

THE COURT:  That is one thing.  But I didn't see any 

of that.  Except maybe an individual name or so, you went well 

beyond that in terms of somebody running on a Hamas ticket to 

identify them as Hamas.  That is one thing.  You did go well 

beyond that.  I was having trouble understanding the relevance 

of what is happening in -- 

MS. SHAPIRO:  It is also important to understand 

that the PA recognizes these committees as Hamas, so they went 

so far as to reorganize them.  And what caused that 

reorganization was the violent confrontation.  Before there 

was this delicate balance, there was this political working it 

out which caused them to coexist.  But after there was actual 

violent clashes a whole different attitude prevailed, and that 

history is very important to understand how these committees 

operate and why they were allowed to operate.  

And I think I am safe in assuming that the Defense will 

argue to the jury that the fact that the PA could have taken 

action against them, that that undermines the Government's 

argument that these committees were controlled by Hamas.  We 

think it is fair and appropriate to give the jury an 

understanding of the background and history.  

MS. MORENO:  Excuse me, Your Honor.  If I may, to 

2001, not six years later, which is what the Government now 

has brought in before the jury the history after the Holy Land 
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is closed down, no more operation, no more money to these 

zakat committees, and they have now brought before the jury 

the civil war and the conflict.  

MR. DRATEL:  And, Your Honor, it is not history.  

Many of these events we are talking about happened while we 

were on trial last year and afterwards.  This is not history.

MS. HOLLANDER:  My concern, Your Honor, is that we 

are now going to have to deal with all of this period of time 

in 2001 until 2006 to this election, and talk about it, 

because, frankly, I believe that our experts will not agree 

with what happened, with why the PA took over, but it is 

really completely irrelevant to our case, and yet we can't 

just let it go unanswered and that is the problem with this.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Any other issues we need to 

address?  

MS. MORENO:  Your Honor, there will be a 106 issue 

with respect to I believe a tape that the Government is going 

to introduce.  We can discuss it very briefly in the morning, 

if the Court wishes.

THE COURT:  Through this witness?  

MS. MORENO:  I think so.

THE COURT:  Do you know the exhibit number?  

MS. SHAPIRO:  I think it is Jenin Zakat No. 6.

THE COURT:  Is that in that latest disk.

MS. SHAPIRO:  That is in the very initial set of 
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exhibits.

MS. MORENO:  No one has testified to it.  It is in 

evidence, but there is a 106 issue.  It is a video, Your 

Honor.

THE COURT:  Do you have a transcript of what you are 

wanting to ad?  

MS. MORENO:  Yes, we do.  It was in last year.

THE COURT:  I mean do you have it like now so I can 

take a look at it.

MS. MORENO:  I will get it as soon as I can get my 

hands on it.

THE COURT:  Why don't you email that so we can take 

a look in the morning before we get here.

MS. HOLLANDER:  Your Honor, I still have this Hamami 

issue, Your Honor, that this witness also has talked about, 

Jamil Hamami, and I don't know -- It will take me about 30 

seconds to explain why I believe we are entitled to his 302s, 

but I am concerned about this because it is going to come up 

again with this witness.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Go ahead.  Make your -- 

MS. HOLLANDER:  I haven't seen them, of course, and 

Your Honor has.  If these are 302s that were written by Agent 

Burns or Agent Miranda, both of whom talked about Jamil 

Hamami, then if they relate to their testimony, that is the 

test under Rule 26.2 and the Jencks Act.  And Agent Burns has 
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testified that Hamami told her he was -- She learned -- She 

didn't say what he told her.  She said she learned he was 

excommunicated from Hamas in 1995.  If Jamil Hamami when she 

met with him told her something different, then that would 

certainly relate to her testimony.  If he said anything about 

whether -- about Holy Land and its relationship to his 

committee and Hamas, that would reasonably relate to her 

testimony.  And Agent Miranda testified that the meeting with 

Hamami was in 2004, and all we ever received from the 

Government was a letter in 2006, which I believe Your Honor 

has because they attached it to their response to the 302s, 

which simply said they met with him in 2002 and he said that 

his organization, although he was a member of Hamas, his 

organization was not.  

And if those 302s go beyond that and talk about Holy Land 

or contradict their testimony, or in any way relate to their 

testimony and they wrote them, then I believe we are entitled 

to them, and that is my concern about them.

THE COURT:  Mr. Jonas?  

MR. JONAS:  You ruled on this the other day, Your 

Honor, and you denied them.

THE COURT:  She had wanted to I think make, I guess, 

you said something for the record, I guess just your argument.  

MS. HOLLANDER:  Yes, sir.  I would like them to be 

made as part of the record.  
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THE COURT:  They are going to be made a part of the 

record.

MS. HOLLANDER:  As a court exhibit.  But I just 

wanted to explain why I was concerned about them.

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. SHAPIRO:  Your Honor, can I say one last thing 

on the issue of the history, that last year the events of the 

election and the parliamentary election and the change in 

reform ticket into 2006 was discussed freely and often at last 

year's trial, so it had not occurred to me it would even 

elicit an objection.

MR. DRATEL:  Your Honor, last year we objected to 

anything after December 4th, 2007.  This year we did also, 

both trials.  Obviously both courts allowed the Government to 

put in that evidence, and we were simply meeting it.  We 

always wanted the end date to be December 4th, 2001.

THE COURT:  All right.  We are in recess.  Be back 

at 8:45, then.

(End of day.)
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