
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

United States of America,

v.

Mohamad Jamal Khweis,

Defendant.

Criminal Action No. l:16-cr-143
Hon. Liam O'Grady

MEMORANDUM OPINION

This mattercomes before the Court on the Defendant's Motion to Suppress. (Dkt. No.

105). A hearing was held in this matter on April 12-13,2017. Defendant seeks to suppress

statements made to United States agents while Defendant was detained in a Kurdish prison in

Erbil, Iraq on the grounds that: (1) Defendant was not promptly presented to a United States

Magistrate Judge; (2) his statements were the product of Government coercion; (3) his

statements were obtained in violation of the his right against self-incrimination and right to

counsel. Defendantalso seeks to suppress the search of his cellular phones during the detention.

For the reasons set forth below, the Court DENIES Defendant's Motion.

I. Background

The Court makes the following factual findings relevant to the Motion.1

The Defendant, MohamadJamal Khweis, is a twenty-seven year old UnitedStates

citizen. Prior to the events set forth below, Defendant was a resident of the state of Virginia.

In December 2015, Defendant sold a number of his belongings and purchased a one-way

ticket to London, United Kingdom. After spending a few days in London, Defendant traveled to

"Motions to suppress fall into theclass of issues that aredecided bythecourt and notthejury"and "[i]nthecourse
of deciding a motion to suppress, the district court maymake findings of fact." United States v. Stevenson, 396 F.3d
538, 541 (4th Cir. 2005).
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