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F.#2014R00196 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
- against -

NOELLE VELENTZAS and 
ASIA SIDDIQUI, also known as 

"TSTajma Satnaa'' and' 'Murdiyyah,' 

Defendants. 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, SS: 

15M303 

TO B E F I L E D U N D E R S E A L 
C O M P L A I N T A N D  
A F F I D A V I T I N S U P P O R T  
O F A R R E S T W A R R A N T S 
(18 U.S.C. §§ 2332a(a)(2)) 

NICHOLAS HANAK, being duly sworn, deposes and states that he is a Special 
Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, duly appointed according to law and acting as 
such. 

In or about and between May 2013 and the present, both dates being approximate 
and inclusive, within the Eastern District of New York and elsewhere, the defendants NOELLE 
VELENTZAS and ASIA SIDDIQUI, also known as "Najma Samaa" and "Murdiyyah," did 
knowingly and willfully conspire to use a weapon of mass destruction, to wit: an explosive 
device, against persons and property within the United States, and in furtherance of the offense 
facilities of interstate and foreign commerce, to wit: the Internet, were used. 

(Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2332a(a)(2)) 



The source of your deponent's information and the grounds for his belief are as 
follows:1 

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and have 
been assigned to the New York Joint Terrorism Task Force ("JTTF") for approximately 4 years. 
As a Special Agent, I have investigated numerous matters during the course of which I have 
conducted physical surveillance, interviewed witnesses, executed court-authorized search 
warrants and used other investigative techniques to secure relevant information. I am familiar 
with the facts and circumstances set forth below from my participation in the investigation; my 
review of the investigative file; and from reports of other law enforcement officers involved in the 
investigation. 

citizen. The defendant ASIA SIDDIQUI, also known as "Najma Samaa" and "Murdiyyah," is a 
31 -year-old United States citizen. Until recently, VELENTZAS and SIDDIQUI were 
roommates in an apartment in Queens, New York. They continue to live in Queens, New York. 

3. An investigation by the JTTF has revealed that VELENTZAS and 
SIDDIQUI are conspiring to prepare an explosive device to be detonated in a terrorist attack in 
the United States. In particular, SEDDIQUI is currently in possession of multiple propane gas 
tanks, as well as instructions for how to transform propane tanks into explosive devices. As 
discussed below, an undercover officer (the "UC") is in contact with both VELENTZAS and 
SIDDIQUI. However, SIDDIQUI has recently informed the UC that she will be disinclined to 
inform the UC regarding her progress in learning how to manufacture an explosive device. 

Because the purpose of this Complaint is to set forth only those facts necessary to 
establish probable cause to arrest, I have not described all the relevant facts and circumstances of 
which I am aware. 



I. NOELLE VELENTZAS 
4. The investigation has revealed that VELENTZAS espouses violent jihadist 

beliefs and has repeatedly expressed an interest in terrorist attacks committed within the United 
States. 

5. hi 2013, the UC met with VELENTZAS on multiple occasions. During 
these meetings, which were not recorded, VELENTZAS expressed violent jihadist ideology and 
an interest in terrorism. For example, VELENTZAS praised the attacks of September 11,2001 
and stated that being a martyr through a suicide attack guarantees entrance into heaven. 
According to VELENTZAS, a suicide bomber does not take her life; she gives her life in the 
name of Allah. 

6 VELENTZAS repeatedly informed the UC that Usama Bin Laden and Bin 
Laden's mentor, Abdullah Azzam, are VELENTZAS' s heroes. VELENTZAS showed the UC 
her phone, which included as a background picture an image of Bin Laden holding an AK-47 gun, 
and played for the UC an audiotape of Bin Laden speaking. Additionally, VELENTZAS told 
the UC that terrorism is based on Islamic writings found in the Qur'an, and that Bin Laden's 
ideas, as manifested in his public letters, are similar to her own. 

7. During meetings with VELENTZAS and the UC, SIDDIQUI stated that 
VELENTZAS has been obsessed with pressure cookers since the Boston Marathon attacks in 
2013 and often makes comments about pressure cookers. VELENTZAS stated to the UC that 
she had recently received a pressure cooker as a present, and joked about cooking something in 
the pressure cooker, then laughed and added, "food"—a reference to explosive materials. For 



example, VELENTZAS told the UC, "You can fit a lot of things in [the pressure cooker], even if 
it's not food," and then pointed to a thick rope and an axe in the vicinity of the pressure cooker. 

8. In June 2014, VELENTZAS told the UC that they needed to learn how to 
take someone's weapon from them and how to fight multiple people at once. VELENTZAS told 
that UC that "if we get arrested, the police will point their guns at us from the back and maybe 
from the front. If we can get even one of their weapons, we can shoot them. They will 
probably kill us but we will be martyrs automatically and receive Allah's blessings." 
II. ASIA SIDDIQUI 

9. The investigation has revealed that SIDDIQUI also espouses violent 
jihadist beliefs and has expressed her interest in terrorist attacks committed within the United 
"States: 

10. SIDDIQUI has had repeated contact with members of the foreign terrorist 
organization Al Qa'ida in the Arabian Peninsula ("AQAP")3 to offer her support. In these 
communications, SIDDIQUI has expressed support for AQAP's violent jihadist cause. 

11. In approximately 2006, SIDDIQUI became close with Samir Khan, who 
would later become a prominent figure of AQAP. While living in the United States, Khan 
started a Blogspot blog called "InshallahShaheed," or "Martyr, God willing," from his parents' 
basement. After moving to Yemen, Khan became the editor of a magazine titled Inspire, through 

2 Except where otherwise indicated, excerpts of conversations are based on draft transcripts 
that are subject to revision and are set forth herein in sum and substance and in part. 
3 AQAP is a militant Islamic organization, primarily operating in Yemen and Saudi Arabia. 
It was formed in January 2009 and formally designated a Foreign Terrorist Organization ("FTO") 
by the United States Department of State on January 19, 2010. AQAP claimed responsibility for 
the attempted Christmas Day bombing of a Detroit-bound passenger plane from Europe in 2009 
by AQAP member Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab. In a video released days after, AQAP 
addressed the American people, threatening to "come for you to slaughter, and we have prepared 
for you men who love death like you love life." AQAP also claimed responsibility for an 
October 2010 plot to send explosive-laden packages on U.S.-bound cargo flights. 



which AQAP disseminates AQAP propaganda and actively tries to recruit Muslims throughout 
the world - including in the United States - to join cause with AQAP. In an article published in 
Inspire called "I am proud to be a traitor to America," Khan outlined his grievances against the 
United States. Khan also published a separate article titled "Make a Bomb in the Kitchen of 
Your Mom." Additionally, Khan wrote a sixteen-page English-language manual titled 
Expectations Full, in which he addressed the difficulties of being a suicide bomber. The manual 
includes calls for attacks within the United States. Khan was killed on or about September 30, 
2011 in Yemen. 

12. In or about 2009, SIDDIQUI wrote a poem that was published in a 
magazine called Jihad Recollections, which was a predecessor of Inspire. I have obtained a copy 
uf the poem, which is carled "Take Me to the Lands Where the Eyes Are Cooled." The poem 
calls for its readers to engage in violent jihad and to destroy enemies of Islam. For example, 
SIDDIQUI wrote that she "drop[s] bombs" as she swings on a hammock and "[h]it[s] cloud nine 
with the smell of turpentine, nations wiped clean of filthy shrines." She also wrote that she 
"taste[s] the Truth through fists and slit throats" and that there is "[n]o excuse to sit back and wait 
- for the skies rain martyrdom." 

who was arrested on November 26,2010 after he attempted to detonate a vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device at a Christmas tree-lighting ceremony in Portland, Oregon. 
SIDDIQUI sent her letter to Mohamud soon after his arrest for the Christmas-tree bombing plot. 

at a Bureau of Prisons facility. The return address on the envelope is "Najma Samaa 9420 Guy 
R. Benson Blvd, Jamaica, New York, 11451." This address is associated with York College, 

13. In a letter, SIDDIQUI expressed her support for Mohammad Mohamud, 

14. The FBI obtained a copy of the letter and the envelope in which it arrived 



SIDDIQUI's alma mater. The defendant signed the letter as "Murdiyyah."4 The letter was sent 
in or about September 2011. In the letter, SIDDIQUI wrote that Mohamud was "not forgotten in 
the Ummah's efforts and prayers."5 

15. On or about July 10, 2014, FBI Special Agents interviewed SIDDIQUI at 
LaGuardia Airport in Queens, New York. During the interview, SIDDIQUI denied having any 
contact with Khan or other terrorists or terrorist groups and also denied contributing to or 
publishing in any jihadist magazines. 

16. On the same date, shortly after her arrival at LaGuardia Airport, SIDDIQUI 
met with the UC. This meeting was recorded. I have reviewed the recording and discussed the 
conversation with the UC and the following is a summary, in part, of statements made by 
SIDDIQUI. SIDDIQUI stated that she had been questioned~by~FBI agents at the airport about 
Samir Khan, among other topics. She stated that she could not speak freely in the car because 
she believed the FBI had installed a "bug" in her computer. SIDDIQUI then whispered in a low 
voice that she knew Khan before he was deemed a terrorist. SIDDIQUI stated that, in 2006, she 
sent a poem to Khan's blog and/or website, which Khan then published. According to 
SIDDIQUI, this poem had become popular since its publication. Additionally, SIDDIQUI stated 
that she needed to go online and delete "stuff from her email accounts. 
III. The Defendants' Scheme 

17. Since the FBI's interview with SIDDIQUI in July 2014, the UC has 
regularly met with VELENTZAS and SIDDIQUI. During meetings between August 2014 and 

4 In a conversation with the UC on or about August 3, 2014, SIDDIQUI referenced an 
article that she had written under the name "Murdiyyah." In that article, SIDDIQUI referred to 
having written the poem in Jihad Recollections that is referred to above. Moreover, Facebook 
registration and IP address information obtained pursuant to a subpoena show that Facebook 
accounts in the names of "Najma Samaa" and "Murdiyyah" are both associated with SIDDIQUI. 
5 "Ummah" is an Arabic word meaning "nation" or "community." 



the present, some of which are referenced below, VELENTZAS and SIDDIQUI have discussed 
constructing an explosive device to be used in a terrorist attack in the United States. Unless 
otherwise noted below, all meetings involving the UC were recorded. I have debriefed the UC 
about these meetings and reviewed the consensually monitored recordings. 

18. On or about August 6, 2014, the UC met with VELENTZAS and 
SIDDIQUI.6 During this meeting, VELENTZAS and SIDDIQUI discussed learning "science" 
in order to construct an explosive device. Specifically, VELENTZAS asked SIDDIQUI and the 
UC, "how about science?" In response to the UC's request to clarify the meaning Of that 
question, VELENTZAS motioned with her hands to simulate the explosion of a bomb and 
indicated in coded language that she was referring to learning how to make explosives. 
VELENTZAS stated that many mujahedeen have lost fingers and limbs while making explosives 
and that the science of bomb-making is not necessarily simple. SIDDIQUI asked VELENTZAS 
whether VELENTZAS was good at science. VELENTZAS responded negatively and then 
instructed the others that in order to stay out of trouble they had to say "no" when they were asked 
questions like that. 

19. VELENTZAS then cautioned SIDDIQUI and the UC about various ways 
that they could be caught while learning about making explosives. Specifically, VELENTZAS 
instructed SIDDIQUI and the UC to keep their voices down when discussing explosives because 
the government could have installed listening devices in "Muslim" establishments. 
VELENTZAS also instructed the others to be careful when consulting YouTube videos 
concerning the making of explosives, as such videos could be a way for the government to track 
activities of those interested in making explosives. VELENTZAS later stated that, if they were 

The audio quality of the recording of this meeting is poor, and it is difficult to hear the 
defendants' statements. 



to practice together in VELENTZAS's backyard, a loud noise could tip off local law enforcement 
VELENTZAS also provided the example of buying too many bottles of Clorox, which could 
seem suspicious and be reported to the NYPD. 

20. On or about August 8, 2014, the UC met again with VELENTZAS and 
SIDDIQUI. During their conversation, VELENTZAS discussed other attempted plots to 
detonate explosives on American soil, including the 1993 World Trade Center bombing and the 
attempted bombing of the Herald Square subway station in Manhattan. VELENTZAS showed 
SIDDIQUI and the UC pictures from her cellular telephone of Adis Medunjanin and Ramzi 
Yousef, who were both arrested in domestic terrorist plots, and explained that their plans failed 
partly because they unknowingly provided information to government informants. Similarly, 
VELENTZAS complained that the government had sent an Egyptian informant after an individual 
who was planning an attack on the Herald Square subway station, and that the government "got" 
the individual because he was trying to scout out the location. VELENTZAS then asked the UC 
why the individual would attack the Herald Square subway station, and the UC responded, 
"Because there's a lot of people." VELENTZAS replied, "Yeah, but just regular people." 
Later that day, VELENTZAS expressed admiration for Mohammad Shnewer, who was "charged 
with quite an admirable thing . . . conspiring to attack Fort Dix in New Jersey." I believe that 
VELENTZAS, in these conversations, was expressing a preference for attacking military or 
government targets, rather than civilian targets. 

21. In another conversation that same day, VELENTZAS stated that the federal 
authorities watch Muslim demonstrations and further stated, "It's war, it's fucking war." 
VELENTZAS then suggested that any authorities who might potentially be watching them would 
say, "How long is it going to take [these women to] realize that protest don't work? . . . . When 
are we going to see her going to Home Depot, what is she going to learn how to plant flowers? 



Yes, here they are. This one grows oregano, this one grows parsley, and this one cilantro, and 
this one grows the fruit of jannah (paradise)." 

22. On or about August 13, 2014, the UC met with VELENTZAS.7 

VELENTZAS said she thought about using the Internet on a pre-paid phone that could not be 
traced back to her, and asked the UC whether he/she would buy a pre-paid phone. When the UC 
said that he/she was not sure, VELENTZAS asked the UC, "Are we going to be scientists 
together?" 

23. On or about August 17, 2014, SIDDIQUI and the UC went to a public 
library. SIDDIQUI stated to the UC that she remembered the conversation about "science" and 
that they should consult chemistry for beginners books at the library. At the library, SIDDIQUI 

limited number of books about chemistry. 
24. On or about September 1, 2014, the UC met with VELENTZAS and 

SIDDIQUI at a park to review course books provided by SIDDIQUI from a course that she had 
taken on electricity. , During this meeting, SIDDIQUI showed the others a passage on 
electrolytic capacitors and pointed to a sentence reflecting that connecting positive wires to 
negative receivers and negative wires to positive receivers can cause a fire or explosion. 
VELENTZAS questioned how to cause an explosion in this way without hurting themselves, 
unless they intended to do so—a reference to suicide bombing. However, VELENTZAS and 
SIDDIQUI implied that their goal was to learn how to blow up a bomb from afar rather than 
conduct a suicide bombing. 

25. During the same meeting, VELENTZAS suggested that they needed to 
learn how the science behind explosives worked so that they would not be like Faisal Shahzad, 

7 The recording equipment for this meeting failed to function properly. 


